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see dear Armistead. Your Mama and Jackson go to spend a few 
days in the neighborhood of Leesburgh. We hope to meet at 
home again next week. I send you the "Cabinet," a work just 
received which I have not had time to read. The stage will call 
for me in a few minutes. . . . 

(To be Continued.) 



WILL OP COL. ROBERT AEMISTEAD. 

In the Name of God, Amen. I, Robert Armistead, the elder, 
of Elizabeth City County, being sick of Body but of sound Mind, 
do make this my last Will and Testament in Manner following : 

Imprimis. I recommend my Soul to God, its Maker. I give 
and bequeath unto my Son, William Armistead, all the Lands 
I possess at Sawyer's swamp, to him and his heirs forever. 

Item. I give the Plantation whereon I formerly lived to Son 
James Armistead, provide he shall live during the Term men- 
tioned in a Lease granted to me for the same by the Trustees of 
Eaton's Pree School, it being Part of the said Land. And in 
case of his Death before the Expiration of the said Lease, then 
I give the same unto my Son William Armistead. 

Item. I give all the Slaves now in my Son-in-Law, Joseph 
Selden's, Poss'on, & their increase, co him & his heirs, which have 
been delivered to him some time. 

Item. I give & bequeath unto my Son, Wm. Armistead, & 
his Heirs, my Slaves Malaca & Bess, In Trust, nevertheless, 
upon this Condition & for no other, To hold in Trust for the 
Use of my Son, James Armistead, during his natural life, sub- 
ject in any James' Debts, and after his Death in Trust, & the 
children of him, the sd. James, and Their Heirs. 

Item. I give to my Son, Thos. Armistead, and his Heirs, my 
Negro Boy named Cato. 

Item. I give to my Son, Moss Wallace Armistead, my Negro 
Boy Toney, to him & his Heirs, which, together with what Money 
and other Things I have given him, will make him equal with 
my other children, & is all I intend to do for him. 

Item. I give unto my Son, Eobert Armistead, & his Heirs, 
my Negroes Boatswane, Phebe, Charles, Juba, Rose & Dinah. 

Item. I give my Negro Girl Nanny to my Granddaughter, 
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Euphan Armistead, daughter of my Son William, to her & her 
Heirs. 

Item. I give all the Residue of my Shares & personal Estate 
to my two Sons, William and Thomas Armistead, to them & 
their Heirs, equally to be divided between them. 

What provision I've here made for my Son James, together 
with what Money I have before given him & have been obliged 
to pay for him, is all I intend to do for him. 

Item. I hereby release all my Children from all Debts they 
may owe me at the Time of my Death. 

Lastly, I constitute and appoint my Son, William Armistead, 
& my Friend, Eichard Cary, Executors of this, my last Will & 
Testament, hereby revoking all other Wills heretofore by me 
made. And I order that my Estate be not appraised or my 
Executors held to Security. 

In Witness whereof I have hereto set my Hand & Seal, this 
28th Day of July, Anno Dom. 1771. 
Signed, Sealed, published 
& declared by the Testator to 
be his last Will & Testament, 
in Presence of us. 

Eichd. Cary. ) R - Armistead. (Seal.) 



At a Court held for Eliza. City County, Novr. 2, 1774, This 
Will was presented in Court, and proved by the Oaths of Wit- 
nesses thereto, and Ordered to be recorded. And, on the motion 
of Wm. Armistead, Gent., one of the Executors in the Will 
named, who made Oath according to Law, Certificate is Granted 
him for Obtaining a probat thereof in due form (no Security 
lequired), and Eichard Cary, the other Executor named in the 
said Will, appeared in Court & refused to take upon him the 
Executorship thereof. 

Teste: Cary Selden, CI. 

A copy— Teste: H. H. Holt, Clerk (1904).* 

* This will shows that Quarterly, VI., 233, does not give the full 
list of the children of Colonel Armistead. He had issue: 1. William 
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Armistead, who married Mary Latham Curie, sister of Judge William 
R. W. Curie; 2. James; 3. Robert, clerk of Blandford Church from 
1771 to 1787; died in Petersburg, where his will, proved in 1802, 
names wife Margaret, sons Harry and Patrick, daughters Euphan and 
Polly (see Quarterly, VII., 183) . 4. Thomas, who moved to Blandford, 
and died in Petersburg in 1791. His wife, Margaret, made her will in 
1777, and it was proved in 1792. She was a widow Fawn when she 
married Armistead, and had a son, John Fawn. She mentions, in 1777, 
her present husband, Thomas Armistead, daughter Anna Currie Arm- 
istead, and such other children "as I may have by my present husband, 
Thomas Armistead." Witness, John Thweatt. Probably a son, born 
later, was Theodoriek Armistead, of Norfolk (Quarterly, VII., 183). 
5. Moss Wallace Armistead, whose will, proved in Elizabeth City county, 
178C, names wife Catherine, son Moss and daughters Ann, Mary, Pris- 
cilla (Quarterly, VII., 182). 6. Euphan married Joseph Selden. 



THE YORKTOWN-AVASHINGTON MULBERRY TREE. 

( Communicated. ) 

"The tree is there — what remains of it ; so at least say those 
who have long dwelt under the shadow of its offspring, which 
has grown out of the parent stump. During a visit to Yorktown 
before the celebration (the Centennial, 1881), the writer was 
curious to fix the site of Washington's headquarters, which, with 
the plans of the siege and the aid of an officer of the United 
States Engineer Corps, it was not difficult to do. The site has 
always been known as "Washington Lodge," where a house 
stands, whose occupant, Mr. Jones, assured us that a fine old 
mulberry tree adjoining the premises was the lineal continuation 
of the one under which Washington slept, as stated. This tradi- 
tion in his family comes straight down from his grandfather, 
who was a Virginia militiaman at the siege. The original house 
which Washington soon made his quarters, and in front of which 
he also pitched his marquee, was burned down during the late 
war, only the kitchen chimneys of the historic building remain- 
ing. Irving had heard and states that the tree was a mulberry. 
It stands two and a half miles back of Yorktown, undisturbed, 
unvisited, unphotographed. , J." 

The Magazine of American History, Vol. VIII., Part I., New 
York, 1882, p. 205. 



